
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1917 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



151 



CHURCH RELIEF AND A GREAT NEED WHAT 15 WRONG WITH THE PACIFISTS? 



By CHARLES S. MACFARLAND 

A daily paper in a large Ohio city asserted editorially, 
a few months ago, that in the matter of war relief 
"the churches have not yet been greatly moved." The 
writer was correct in part. The American people as a 
whole have not been moved as they should have been 
moved, and this is true of the churches ; nevertheless, it 
is believed that the churches and the Christian spirit are 
stimulating most war-relief donations. 

The people of the United States have given fifty cents 
per capita for war relief. But a strong New England 
church has given and collected nearly $30,000, not in 
large sums, but in various sums from a large number of 
people inside and outside the congregation. A little 
church at Owings, South Carolina, of forty members, 
none of them rich, half of them children, is raising 
over $40 per month. A city church in a down-town dis- 
trict, with its people mostly moved away, struggling for 
very existence, sorely needed repairs and had raised 
some money for this purpose. The pastor wrote that he 
and his people decided, after prayerful consideration, 
that it could not be right to make the needed repairs 
until the close of the war, but that the effort should be 
made instead to raise money for war relief. The pastor 
added that he felt his people are giving more than they 
can afford to give. 

Many churches are giving systematically for war re- 
lief, either by regular offerings and pledges, or are put- 
ting war relief in their budgets. 

"Not even the children are left — all the little ones 
under seven years of age have gone." These are the 
words of Ignace J. Paderewski, written of his beloved 
and sorely stricken Poland. Think of a nation without 
little children! Was ever anything sadder in all his- 
tory ? Cardinal Mercier, of Belgium, writing of Poland 
recently, said: "Their need is greater than ours." A 
member of the Commission for Belgian Eelief stated in 
New York the other day that Poland's need is the great- 
est of all. He visited most of the stricken countries, on 
both sides of the conflict, in the middle of 1916. 

As yet little has been done for Polish relief. The 
Jews in America have done nobly. Much of the money 
raised by them for Jewish relief has gone to Jews in 
Poland, though this has been wholly inadequate to meet 
the need. Aside from Jewish effort, comparatively little 
has been done. The Polish Victims' Eelief Fund is 
doing excellent work. It has raised over $700,000 at an 
administrative expense of less than three per cent. Mr. 
Paderewski is chairman. Mr. "W. O. Gorski, the stepson 
of the artist, is secretary. It is understood that Mr. 
Paderewski has contributed approximately $150,000 per- 
sonally and by means of benefit concerts. "Eleven mil- 
lion out of twenty million remain alive in Poland, help- 
less women, sad-eyed older girls and boys, peasant work- 
men, bowed with age, homeless, driven into the open, 
wandering dazed through the woods, creeping into hol- 
lows for rest under the stars, hungry, sick, weary, worn, 
racked with the struggle, subsisting on the bark of trees, 
on roots torn from the earth, and on the slight help tbe 
palsied hand of charity of others of their own people can 
give them, and the comparatively slight help from other 
nations. This is Poland today !" 



A Letter from WILLIAM STEARNS DAVIS, Minneapolis, Minn. 

A recent correspondence with your secretary about 
the reasons for the resignation of a vice-president 
of the Minnesota branch of the American Peace Society 
suggests that there may be advantage in a frank state- 
ment of the reasons for which many thoughtful men in 
the Northwest are declining to join peace societies at 
present and are urging such others as they can influence 
not to do so. In anything which may be said hereunder 
there are no personal criticisms intended. Neither is 
there any desire to discuss the abstract philosophical 
problems of peace and war which must wait for solution 
until a happier epoch of abating public stress. Also it 
may be remarked that the case can probably be viewed 
quite differently from an Eastern angle, where there are 
fewer political implications connected with pacifism, and 
where (as is not the case in the Northwest) the peace 
propaganda and pro-Germanism do not seem to have 
formed an unavoidable alliance. The following state- 
ments are made bluntly, for the sake of clearness and 
conciseness ; but I hope they are not made impertinently, 
and they are advanced with every respect for the honesty 
of the ideals and the sincerity of purpose of at least all 
of the directing agents of the American Peace Society 
and of certain of its prominent compeers : 

I. Peace agitators of all orthodox pacifist schools 
should not blink at the circumstance that they have for- 
merly opposed any effective increase of the American 
Army and Navy, despite the clearest warnings from 
actual events and from competent men of international 
judgment. If they had won their way, the United States 
Navy would now be weaker than the Danish, "for police 
purposes only," and in this crisis we would either be 
shivering behind the borrowed protection of Britain or 
submitting supinely to the blockade of our ports and the 
slaughter of our seamen. The peace advocates, almost 
to a man, have alleged that our navy was a wasteful 
luxury or an incentive to unjust aggression; that peace 
treaties and diplomacy were antidotes for every kind of 
international danger, and that (unless we were ourselves 
the offenders) foreign war for this nation was only an 
evil dream. These statements, it is only repeating his- 
tory to say, are now .-is discredited as the Babylonian 
cosmogony. In the future, if my pacifist friends are to 
show any power of self-criticism, they will admit that 
their high-minded idealism has not matched the facts, 
and that their attempted military and naval policy for 
the United States would have landed the nation on the 
edge of a great physical disaster. 

II. Peace advocates must also realize that while many 
of the honorable leaders of their societies have today 
nothing to regret but the failure of their theories, their 
movement has attracted to itself many other persons of 
little poise, judgment, or restraint of utterance. These 
worthy souls have presented complete evidence of the 
fact that the only weapon which a pacifist dislikes is the 
sword. They have bombarded defense advocates with 
allegations of being "thirsty for blood," or more fre- 
quently with specific charges of being "the hirelings of 
the munition makers." The writer of this letter has now 
on his desk a recent epistle from a prominent pacifist 
(a subscriber, I am very sure, to your paper) calling him 



